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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the office action, dated 
August 22, 2006, has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on November 20, 2007, has been entered. 

2. The amendment filed on November 20, 2007 has been received and entered. 
Claims 1, 7-9, 15-17, 21-22 and 26 are pending in this application. In amendment filed 
on November 20, 2007, claims 1, 9, 17, and 22 were amended. Claims 1, 9, 17, and 22 
are independent claims. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities. Claim 1 in 
line 8 recites "excised from the B-tree". Said B-tree refers to "the original B-tree" in line 
6. As such, "excised from the original B-tree" is respectfully suggested. Appropriate 
correction is required. 
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Similarly, claim 9 in line 9 recites "excised from the B-tree". Said B-tree refers to 
"the original B-tree" in line 7. As such, "excised from the original B-tree" is respectfully 
suggested. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition 
of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 9, 15, 16, jfo and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Both Claim 9 and claim 22 in line 1 recite "a computer-readable medium". The 
specification of the claimed invention defines computer-readable medium as follows:" 
The computer 110 typically includes a variety of computer -readable media. Computer - 
readable media can be any available media that can be accessed by the computer 
110 and includes both volatile and nonvolatile media, and removable and nonremovable 
media. By way of example, and not limitation, computer -readable media may 
comprise computer storage media and communication media. Computer storage 
media includes volatile and nonvolatile, removable and nonremovable media 
implemented in any method or technology for storage of information such as computer - 
readable instructions, data structures, program modules or other data. Computer 
storage media includes, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or 
other memory technology, optical disk storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, 
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magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium which 
can be used to store the desired information and which can be accessed by the 
computer 110. Communication media typically embodies computer -readable 
instructions, data structures, program modules or other data in a modulated data signal 
such as a carrier wave or other transport mechanism and includes any information 
delivery media. The term "modulated data signal" means a signal that has one or 
more of its characteristics set or changed in such a manner as to encode information in 
the signal. By way of example, and not limitation, communication media includes 
wired media such as a wired network or direct-wired connection, and wireless 
media such as acoustic, RF, infrared and other wireless media. Combinations of the 
any of the above are included within the scope of computer -readable media (Paragraph 
0018 of the U.S. Patent Application Publication 2005/0234951 or Paragraph 0019 of the 
original specification of the application). 

As such, claims 9 and 22 are directed to modulated data signals, wireless media, 
acoustic, RF, infrared and other wireless media, which are not statutory. Therefore, 
claims 9 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101. 

Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 because their dependency on 
claims 9. 

Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 because its dependency on claims 

22. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 , 7 and 8 are allowable if rewritten to overcome the claim 
objection set forth in this Office Action and to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

As per claim 1 , the prior art of record, alone or in combination, does not teach or 
fairly suggest the combination of steps as recited in the claim. Reiter et al., (hereinafter 
"Reiter") (U.S. Patent Number 5752243) in view of Bumbulis (hereinafter "Bumbulis") 
(U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0204513) and further in view of 
Burnett (U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0152226) does not teach the 
limitation: 

"wherein the excised range of consecutive keys satisfy a range query "Y/" £ v £ 
"y/a", wherein "Y" represents the element of the file system to. be renamed, "v" 
represents keys in the B-tree, and " a " represents a special character defined to be 
greater than all characters in a set of alphanumeric symbols used for creating the 
plurality of keys, and 

wherein the excising further comprises finding a root node of the extracted tree 
by traversing the original B-tree and stopping at a node in the original B-tree that has 
one or more keys that satisfy the range query, moving down from the node along two 
separate paths including a first path that follows "Y/" and a second path that follows "y/ 
a " and continuing until reaching a leaf node along each of the two paths". 

As such claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the claim 
objection set for this Office Action. The dependent claims, being definite, further 
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limiting, and are fully enabled by the specification would be allowable if claim 1 is 
rewritten to overcome the claim objection set for this Office Action. 

7. Claims 9, 1 5 and 16 are allowable if rewritten to overcome the claim 
objection and the claim rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 101 set forth in this Office 
Action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

As per claim 9, the prior art of record, alone or in combination, does not teach or 
fairly suggest the combination of steps as recited in the claim. Reiter in view of 
Bumbulis and further in view of Burnett does not teach the limitation: 

"wherein the excised range of consecutive keys satisfy a range query "Y/" £ v £ 
"y/a", wherein "Y" represents the element of the file system to be renamed, V 
represents keys in the B-tree, and " a " represents a special character defined to be 
greater than all characters in a set of alphanumeric symbols used for creating the 
plurality of keys, and 

wherein the excising further comprises finding a root node of the extracted tree 
by traversing the original B-tree and stopping at a node in the original B-tree that has 
one or more keys that satisfy the range query, moving down from the node along two 
separate paths including a first path that follows "Y/" and a second path that follows "y/ 
a " and continuing until reaching a leaf node along each of the two paths". 

As such claim 9 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the claim 
objection and the claim rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 101 set forth in this Office. The 
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dependent claims, being definite, further limiting, and are fully enabled by the 
specification would be allowable if claim 9 is rewritten to overcome the claim 
objection and the claim rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 101 set for this Office Action. 

8. Claims 17 and 21 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for 
the indication of allowable subject matter. As per claim 17, the prior art of record, 
alone or in combination, does not teach or fairly suggest the combination of steps as 
recited in the claim. Reiter in view of Bumbulis and further in view of Burnett does not 
teach the limitation: 

"wherein the excised range of consecutive keys satisfy a range query "Y/" s\/< 
"yla", wherein "Y" represents the element of the file system to be renamed, "v" 
represents keys in the B-tree, and " a " represents a special character defined to be 
greater than all characters in a set of alphanumeric symbols used for creating the 
plurality of keys, and 

wherein the excising further comprises finding a root node of the extracted tree 
by traversing the original B-tree and stopping at a node in the original B-tree that has 
one or more keys that satisfy the range query, moving down from the node along two 
separate paths including a first path that follows "Y/" and a second path that follows "y/ 
a " and continuing until reaching a leaf node along each of the two paths". 

The dependent claim of claim 17 (claim 21), being definite, further limiting 
and fully enabled by the specification is also allowed. 
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9. Claims 22 and 26 are allowable if rewritten to overcome the claim rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. § 101 set forth in this Office Action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

As per claim 22, the prior art of record, alone or in combination, does not teach 
or fairly suggest the combination of steps as recited in the claim. Reiter in view of 
Bumbulis and further in view of Burnett does not teach the limitation: 

"wherein the excised range of consecutive keys satisfy a range query "Y/" £ v < 
"y/a", wherein "Y" represents the element of the file system to be renamed, "v" 
represents keys in the B-tree, and " a " represents a special character defined to be 
greater than all characters in a set of alphanumeric symbols used for creating the 
plurality of keys, and 

wherein the excising further comprises finding a root node of the extracted tree 
by traversing the original B-tree and stopping at a node in the original B-tree that has 
one or more keys that satisfy the range query, moving down from the node along two 
separate paths including a first path that follows "Y/" and a second path that follows "y/ 
a " and continuing until reaching a leaf node along each of the two paths". 

As such claim 22 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the claim 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 101 set forth in this Office. The dependent claim (claim 
26), being definite, further limiting, and are fully enabled by the specification 
would be allowable if claim 22 is rewritten to overcome the claim rejection under 
35 U.S.C. § 101 set for this Office Action. 
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1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Myint whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5629. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-5629. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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